CAUSATIVIZATION IN NYAH KUR

JAROON Gainey

1., Introduction

A way of expressing the idea of causing somebody to do
something, or making something be as desired, is commonly found
in language. Such an 1dea is generally called causativization.

Causativization 1in this paper will be defined as the

process of making causative sentences which have features as
follows:

1. A sentence which states that two events happen in
sequence 1In time and are related to each other as
"causing” and "caused" events.

2. A sentence that can be an answer to "What did X do to
Y?" (in order to change the state of Y 1in either
physical or mental condition)

3. A simple transitive sentence 1in which a prefix was
added to an iIntransitive verb; that prefix expresses
causative meaning.

4, A complex sentence that has paa? 'make' or ?usr (?usl)
'have someone do something' as the main verb of the
sentence.

2. Work on Causativization in Nyah Kur

As far as I know, only Payau (1979:145) has done research
on causative sentences in Nyah Kur, Payau applied tagmemic
grammar to her analysis. Her findings (Payau, 1979:145) can be
shown in the formula given below:

Cl caus= *C:np*Pl:VPcaus*O:np + P2: Jkul *S:np *P3:VP/reduced
?usl clause

From the formula, we can conclude that only P2 is
obligatory; the other five tagmemes are optional. The first
tagmeme (causer:C), which functions as subject of the sentence,
is a noun phrase (np); this is followed by the first predicate
position which 1s filled by a causative verb; then comes the
object position followed by the second predicate position,
followed by the subject position (subject of the subordinate
sentence), followed by the third predicate position. For
axample (Payau, 1979:145):

MON-KHMER STUDIES 16-17:25-30(1990)

MKS See archives.sealang.net/mks/copyright.htm for terms of use.
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1. wej jotm ne:c ?ual de: the: si: phlist
I dye cloth use it be color black
C Pl 0 P2 S P3
= 'I dye cloth black'.

2, waj pa:®? ?usl de: khleg:?
I do use it short
C Pl P2 S P3
= 'T made it short’.

Payau doesn't say what verbs can fill the Pl slot. This
implies that any verb can go into the slot and only P2 is
obligatory. But according to my findings, P2 1is optional.
Since Payau did her research in Ban Wang Kamphaeng, Chaiyaphum
Province, and I did mine in Ban Saphan Hin, Chaiyaphum Province,
her findings may be different because of dialect differences.
Theraphan (1980:35) however states that there are no differences
in lexicon and grammar among Nyah Kur dialects spoken in
Chaiyaphum Province; the difference lies in the pronunciation of
each Nyah Kur speaker.

3. Causativization in Nyah Kur

Two important things which we have to take into account in
analyzing causativization are the verb categories and the case
markers for nouns in causative sentences. (See discussions of
verb categorization in Chafe [1970] and case markings of nouns
in Longacre [19761)

Causativization in Nyah Kur can be divided into 2
processes:

1. Morphological processes
2, Syntactic processes

Morphological processes

There are 4 causative prefixes in Nyah Kur. They are
morphologically conditioned.

1. /pe—-/ only occurs with dién 'catch (fire)'
AR | o !
cu? be in a large number

tin 'be up'

2. /to-/ only occurs with paak 'be broken in pieces'
=7 -

kal 'be broken'
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and
are
verb

/kKhe-/ only occurs with 1doy 'come'

/ko—/ occurs everywhere else, for example with

b 3
thrisp 'run'

phl¥t 'be (?), wished'

komat dien pcii7 padien keMmat

fire catch younger catch fire

[patient] [state] brother [action process] [patient]
[agent ]

'"Younger brother lit the fire'.

chau? ka1l wéj tokal chGu?

stick be broken I break stick

[patient] [state] [agent] [action process] [patient]

'T broke the stick'.

5 \ / \ 4 S
nin looy peen khaloor prian nin
he come grandfather make come buffalo his
[agent] [action] [agent] [patient]
'Grandfather brought his water buffalo'.
kusnkian thriap pSoq kathriep khliic
children run older brother make run pig
[agent] [action] [agent] [patient]

'Older brother made the pig run'.

From the above examples, we can see that the intransitive
transitive verbs are alike in their root form. But there
prefixes in the transitive verb forms, and all transitive
forms require an agentive case.

verb root prefixes + verb root

intransitive transitive
+ state + action process
+ process + causative
+ patient + agent
+ experiencer + patient
+ agent + {Pe—}
+ derivational rule

The above diagram states that intransitive verbs of state

or process or action may be turned into causative transitive
verbs 1f the derivational rule is applied.
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Syntactic processes

Causative sentences obtained by the syntactic process are

formed by using /pha?/ or /?udr/ as main verbs of the sentence,
on the condition that:

-==if the main verb to be causativized is an action or an
action-process verb, we can use /pia?/ or /?udr/. The subject
of /paa?/ and /?udr/ will be in the agentive case; for example:

rot péa? péep kadoot daak
car make grandfather jump water
[agent]

'"The car made Grandfather jump into the water'.

phaa udr pcii? thrisp
father have (get) younger brother run
[agent]

'Father made younger brother run'.

—=—=if the main verb of the sentence is a process verb, we
can only use /paa?/. The subject of /paa?/ in this case will be
either in the agentive or the instrumental case; for example:

ﬁin péa? chéan koctt

he make chicken die

[agent ]

'He killed the chicken'.

hay paa® namkhéxy lajlaaj
sun make ice melt
[instrument ]

'"The sun melted the ice'.

When we compare the two processes of causativization, we
notice that both processes express the fact that two events
happen 1in sequential time and the first event is the cause of
the second. But there are still differences: the agent of the
morphological process is the direct causer of the second event
while the agent of the syntactic process 1is the indirect causer.
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NOTES

*This paper 1s part of my M.A. thesis presented to Chulalongkorn
University. I would like to express my gratitude to Dr. Pranee
Kulavanijaya and Dr. Theraphan L. Thongkum my advisors, for
their kind assistance and helpful advice and many thanks also go

to Mr. Nut Yuenjaturat and Mrs. Luam Yuenjaturat my major
informants.
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